cenily, people have been developing

co-habitation plans because they can't
afford two separate households, under-
standabiy.

It's unbelievably difficult to contern-
plate the end of your relafionship. It is onby
complicated by the fact that people are
facing extrerne financial hardship foday.
However, if you can maintain enough
respect for each other, you can develop
a temporary plan fo reduce the difficult
fransition. The femporary plan consists of
Iving in same house, with condifions. | know
it sounds crozy and argualbly impossible.
Who wants to live with the person they are
irying fo get away frorn?

Hear me out. If the relafionship is end-
ing because the people grew apart then
what | am proposing is o manageable

I1‘5 okay, you don't have 1o leave. Re-

redefininglivorce
| can’t afford to leave...

plan. If it is ending becausa of infidelity or
addiction this plan is a bit more cormpli-
cated. if you can, for a el mornent, think
long tem (financially not necessarly emo-
ticnally) then you may be able to develop
enough courage to make this possible.

| understand s/he made a decision that
resutted in the demise of the frust, com-
panicnship, safety, etc. It desroved your
idea of securty. it wrecked your soul, heart
and spirit. .. But, we hove fo maoke our way
towards resolution. Your heart will repair itself
with fime and work.

Today though, we need to pull it
together and decide what's best for our
future. Can you find a way fo see the light
at the end of the tunnel and hamg in fora
few more moments? You may find that you
can actually work it out and don't hawve o
move forward with the dissolution or legal

separation. F'mm just soyin'. ..

You can still get legally separated or
divorced while living together. But, you don't
need o decide it all today. Maybe starting
the process and staying put is a better
idea then moving out, frying to afford the
new life, and dealing with the emotfional
dermons simulfaneousiy.

Who knows,
it may not kil you
and you could be
better off finan-
cially in the end.

I

Zina B. Gleason, J.D.
Family Law
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